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ABSTRACT: The Sand Crab Monitoring Project is a National Marine Sanctuary program with two main goals: to MONITORING RESULTS PROGRAM IMPACT

engage youth in the protection of California's coastal resources through participation in intertidal monitoring and to generate
a long-term, quantitative dataset for use in assessing changes in the health of sandy intertidal ecosystems along the west
coast of the United States. Here, we focus on data collected by trained high school and college interns from the Careers in
Science Intern Program at the California Academy of Sciences. The interns, who hail from groups typically underrepresented

68% of interns who participated in the monitoring program are interested in OR are actively pursuing a career in science!
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mole crabs, E. analoga, are the primary
intermediate  host for  Acanthocephalans.
Student interns from the California Academy of
Sciences (CAS) have been investigating the
Acanthocephalan parasites of E. analoga on
Ocean Beach, San Francisco, CA since 2003.
The two main objectives of this collaborative
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that monitor the health of our ocean
environments.

+ 100% of the largest females in the population
(>28 mm) were infected with parasites.
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CAS interns monitored the population of E. analoga at a permanent survey area on Ocean Beach,
San Francisco, CA once per week, June through August, from 2003-2006. The survey area was
50 m x 10 m in size.

« E. analoga abundance has declined drastically
over four years, and approximately 50% of the
adult E. analoga on Ocean Beach are infected
with parasites.
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